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(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  OILY) 

SUBJECT :    "Fall  Jobs,  Outside  and  In."  Information  from  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry  and  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Engineering,  U.S.D.A. 
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These  past  few  yeisrs  have  "been  "boom  years  for  the  home  vegetable 
garden.    During  these  economy  times  we've  learned  how  even  a  patch  of 
vegetables  in  the  backyard  or  the  vacant  lot  can  aid  the  family's  healrth 
and  pocketbook  and  provide  better  meals  for  the  family.    Wo  wonfter  that 
each  year  many  now  converts  have  joined  the  ranks  of  home  gardeners.  And 
the  vegetable  crop  they  have  raised  has  helped  supply  many  pantries  with 
cans  of  good  and  healthful  food  for  winter    at  lowest  cost. 

You  may  thirk,  October  is  pretty  early  for  me  to  begin  talking  about 
next  summer's  garden.    But  W.  R.  B.,  out  garden  advisor,  says  not.    He  says 
that  after  the  crop  has  been  harvested  in  the  fall,  a  garden  clean-up  is  a 
very  important  preparation  for  next  year.    The  clean-up  that  you  make  this 
fall  may  have  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  success  of  your  garden  in  1934. 
Why?  Because  the  various  issccts  and  diseases  that  prey  on  your  plants  often 
spend  the  winter  safely  established  in  old  dead  plants  and  refuse  in  the 
garden.    This  is  especially  true  in  the  perennial  borders  and  along  the 
hedges  and  among  your  shrubbery.    These  places  harbor  for  the  winter  insects 
and  diseases  that  come  forth  next  spring  to  attack  our  plants.    Of  course, 
you  can't  do  away  with  all  pests  and  parasites  by  tidying  up  and  burning 
up,  but  you  can  greatly  reduce  the  infestation  next  season. 

For  example,  take  the  Mexican  bean  beetle,    This  is  the  worst  enemy  of 
garden  beans  in  any  district  where  it  has  a  foothold,  and  it  winters  over 
in  the  adult  form  in  refuse  around  the  garden  and  in  the  weeds  or  wood- 
land nearby.    Get  rid  of  the  trash  every  fall  both  in  the  garden  and  near 
it  and  you  will  have  gone  a  long  way  toward  getting  rid  of  this  pwst. 

Aphids  or  plant  lice  are  another  variety  of  common  garden  pests. 
3hey  spend  their  winters  very  largely  in  the  ant  hills  in  the  garden  or  the 
lawn.    Pall  is  a  good  season  to  make  a  clean-up  of  both  ants  and  aphids. 
You  can  destroy  both  of  these  pests  literally  at  one  shot.     Shoot  a  small 
amount  of  carbon  disujtphid  or  even  gasoline  into  each  ant  hill  by  means  of 
an  ordinary  oil  can.    This  will  kill  the  occupents  and  prevent  trouble 
next  summer. 

Any  number  of  leaf  diseases  attack  the  leaves  and  stems  of  garden 
plants.     bome  of  the  flowers  suffer  particularly  from  such  ills.  So 
destroying  the  plants  when  they  have  finished  their  usefulness  or  blooming 
season,  helps  to  prevent  the  spread  of  these  blights  next  yea*.  For 
example,  old  phlox  tops  often  are  carriers  of  milkdew  and  leaf  spotting 
fingi  which  may  infect  next  year's  crop  and  possibly  destroy  it.  Botrytis 
blight  often  kills  peony  tops,  so  cut  off  your  peonies  close  to  the  c?round 
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every  fall.    If  any  of  the  stocks  have  "been  killed  down  into  to  soil,  better 
remove  an  inch  of  so  of  the  top  soil  and  replace  i  t  with  clean  soil .  And 
be  sure  to  pull  out  all  of  the  old  dead  annuals  like  asters,  marigolds, 
zinnias,  phlox,  foisr  o'  clocks  and  ".  verbanias  Just  as  soon  as  the  frost 
kills  them. 

W.F..B.  says  that  some  gardeners  make  a  practice  of  piling  the  dead 
plants  and  other  garden  refuse  in  one  corner  of  the  garden  and  covering 
it  with  soil  to  make  compose.    But  ho  points  out  that  this  method  is  likely 
to  protect  the  disease  organisms  and  form  a.  source  of  infection  for  next 
year.    For  a.  healthy  garden,  better  dry  the  tops  of  the  plants  and  barn  them. 
Since  weeds  and  gra.ss  in  the  garden  and  the  perennial  borders  harbor  insects 
and  diseases,  these  should  all  he  cleaned  out  and  destroyed.    Then  Spread 
a.   mulch  of  clean  straw,  marsh  hay,  pine  needles  or  moss  peat  over  the  surface 
to  protect  the  plants  during  the  winter. 

The  annual  fall  clean-up  of  the  garden  will  not  only  help  prevent 
a  carry-over  of  insects  and  disda,scs,  hut  will  also  destroy  thousands  of 
weed  seeds  which,  if  left,  would  grown  to  plague  you  all  next  summer  and 
for  summers  to  come. 

Beside  this  faLl  gar  den- cleaning  that  is  on  the  c-Ateaader  of  jobs  for 
this  month,  any  number  of  jobs,  outside  and  in  the  house,  are  up  for 
attention.    Take  the  screens  and  awniigs,  for  example.    Of  course,  you  don't 
want  to  remove  the  screens  until  the  last  flies  and  mosquitos  have  dis- 
appeared, but  when  you  do  take  them  down,  brush  them  off  before  you  store 
them  and  be  sure  each  screen  and  each  awning  is  numbered  to  correspond 
with  the  window  where  it  belongs.    Lots  easier  to  put  them  up  again  next 
spring  if  they  are  market  this  way. 

Of  course,  the  correct  time  to  look  after  the  heating  system  in 
your  house — furnace,  chimney  and  so  on  was  last  spring.    But  if  the  many  of 
your  house  didn't  get  it  done  then,  why  here's  this  good  month  of  September 
all  ready  and  waiting  for  just  such  pre-winter  jobs.    Whatever  your  heating 
system,  your  furnace  will  work  better  if  it's  clean  and  ready  for  business, 
the  chimney  flues  and  smoke  pipes  free  of  soot,  and  all  pipes  or  air  ducts 
leading  to  the  different  roams  properly  connected,    ^ave  a  look  at  the 
furnace  pipes  in  the  cellar.    Do  they  need  asbestos  or  do  they  ..need  to  be 
painted  to  prevent  rust?    How  about  the  radiators?    Any  leaks?    r  do  your 
hot-air  registers  need  cleaning  out?    As  for  the  fireplace,  if  you  light  a 
fire  in  it,  you  can  see  whether  it  draws  well  and  whether  the  flue  is  clean 

The  chimney  needs  to  have  all  soot  and  crusty  deposit  removed  from  it. 
And  now  i  s  the  time  to  see  about  any  cracks  or  openings  that  may  have 
appeared  during  the  pa.st  year,  any  recently  developed  peek-holes  that  let  in 
wind  and  rain.    You  can  seal  them  up  with  a  little  cement 

Tomorrow:     "Quick  Breads  for  Fall  Menus." 


